[Extraosseous calcification in juvenile dermatomyositis. The ineffectiveness of EHDP].
A now 20-year-old man was first diagnosed as having dermatomyositis when aged 12 years. At that time he had muscular weakness and heart failure followed a year later by heterotopic calcifications. For over seven years he was treated with corticoids, at times also with azathioprine or methotrexate. Nonetheless the calcifications progressed. Because of the extensive calcifications, predominantly of the extremities, he is severely disabled and has been confined to a wheel-chair. For one year he was treated with EHDP (1-hydroxyethylidenediphosphonate), up to 16 mg/dl per day. In addition he received prednisolone (10 mg/d) and azathioprine (100 mg/d). But radiologically there has been further slight progression of the calcifications, indicating that EHDP has been ineffective in this patient.